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Fiction in Fashion
-

A new display of fashionable fiction at the Fashion and Textile Museum
explores what glamorous women have been reading since 1953.

-

Drawing on the archives of Penguin Books, paperback novels that have
been chosen to feature include popular editions of Bonjour Tristesse, Lady
Chatterley’s Lover, Couples, Lace and The Secret History.

-

Curated by writer and journalist Sarah Vine, the display complements an
exhibition of dresses by leading British couturier Bellville Sassoon, and hints
at the changing taste of women across 50 years.

-

Display dates 22 October – 11 January 2014

What have glamorous and fashionable women been reading since the 1950s?
A new display, Fiction in Fashion, at the Fashion and Textile Museum in London
showcases the paperback novels that proved most popular with women readers in
post-war Britain.
Curated by Sarah Vine, the selection of titles is drawn from the archives of Penguin
Books and is displayed alongside glamorous designs by British couture house Bellville
Sassoon. Together, the dresses and novels reflect the changing taste of some of
Britain’s most fashionable women across six decades.
With reference to the bookshelves of some of Britain’s most glamorous women, as
well as to cultural barometers such as BBC Radio 4’s Desert Island Discs, the Booker
Prize and television adaptations the display presents an alternative social history,
highlighting novels that have faded from view as well as those that have remained
in fashion.
From controversial bestsellers to literary classics, as well as new editions designed to
coincide with films, the authors whose novels are highlighted range from Olivia
Manning, L.P. Hartley and Truman Capote to Shirley Conran, Marian Keyes and
Zadie Smith.
Head of the Fashion and Textile Museum, Celia Joicey says
‘The Glamour of Bellville Sassoon exhibition showcases British fashion design
across 60 years, from 1950s debutantes to Diana, Princess of Wales. It is
fascinating to see the novels that were popular in each era, and to
consider the changing attitudes and aspirations of the women who wore
these clothes.’
Joanna Prior, Managing Director of Penguin General, said
‘The design of Penguin paperbacks has always both captured and
contributed to the visual culture of the day, connecting writers both old and
new with the contemporary reader. This selection of novels, alongside the
glamorous Bellville Sassoon dresses on show, provides a glimpse of what the
fashionable, style-conscious woman was reading during these decades.’

The shop at the FTM will offer a range of vintage paperbacks during the display.
Notes to editors

-ends-

1. Fiction in Fashion is organised by the Fashion and Textile Museum and runs from 22
October – 11 January 2014.
2. Museum opening times: Tuesday–Saturday, 11am–6pm; Last admission 5.15pm. Ticket
prices: £8 adults, £5.50 students and concessions, free entry for under 12s.
3. Booking information: online or call 0844 248 5076
4. The Fashion and Textile Museum is the only museum in the UK solely dedicated to
showcasing developments in contemporary fashion, as well as providing inspiration,
support and training for those working in the industry. Founded by iconic British
designer Zandra Rhodes, the museum is part of Newham College London – one of
Europe’s largest further education colleges.
5. The Fashion and Textile Museum is at 83 Bermondsey Street, London SE1 3XF. For
further information about FTM and its activities visit www.ftmlondon.org
6. The display is curated by Sarah Vine and accompanies the exhibition ‘The Glamour
of Bellville Sassoon’ – a retrospective of the British couture house from 1953–2010.
7. Sarah Vine writes for the Daily Mail, and is the co-author of The Great Big Glorious
Book for Girls (Viking, 2007) and Backwards in High Heels (4th Estate, 2010).
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The Go-Between, first published in paperback in 1953, is set in 1900 where the young boy Leo encounters a
world of luxury and tragedy on a Norfolk country estate. It was republished by Penguin in 1970 to coincide
with the film adapted by Harold Pinter. The book is now a Penguin Modern Classic.
Breakfast at Tiffany’s first appeared in the November 1958 issue of Esquire and was published as a novella
shortly afterward. Audrey Hepburn features on the cover of this 1961 Penguin edition, which coincided with
the release of a film loosely based on the novella. In 1967, Bellville Sassoon dressed Hepburn – one of the
most glamorous actresses of the 1960s – for her role in the film ‘Two for the Road’.
In The Millstone, Margaret Drabble explores how lead character Rosamund faces up to a failed abortion and
the trials of unmarried motherhood. First published in 1965, and by Penguin in 1968, the book proved
compulsive reading for generations of independently-minded women.
Daphne du Maurier’s Don’t Look Now was first published in 1971. This edition (reprinted in 1974 with Julie
Christie on the cover) was made popular, and fashionable, by the 1973 film directed by Nicholas Roeg.
Shirley Conran’s debut novel Lace (1982) has sold 3 million copies in 35 countries and became a US TV mini-series in 1984. Famous as
the author of self-help book Superwoman (1975), Conran’s fiction reflects changing attitudes to careers, money and motherhood.
Donna Tartt’s The Secret History was an immediate bestseller in 1992, with an exceptionally high initial print-run of 75,000 copies. It was
published in paperback by Penguin in 1993.

